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US History Since 1890 
Pacing Guide 2017-2018 

Quarter 
Units & 
Pacing 

Guaranteed Viable Curriculum 
AR Social Studies Frameworks 

(2014) 
AR Disciplinary Literacy Focus 

Standards 

AR Disciplinary 
Literacy Ongoing 

Standards 

1 

Unit 0: 
Classroom 

Introduction (1 
week) 

  

Reading 
 
RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex 
primary source is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 
the text contribute to the whole.  
 
RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the text 
as a whole. 

Writing 
 

WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline specific content. 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex 
primary source is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 
the text contribute to the whole.  
 
RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the text 
as a whole. 

Writing 
WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline specific content. 
 
 

 
 

Reading 
RH.11-12.1 Cite specific 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and 
secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained 
from specific details to an 
understanding of the text as a 
whole. (Jamestown Mini-Q 
DBQ)  
 
RH.11-12.2 Determine the 
central ideas or information 
of a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear 
the relationships among the 
key details and ideas.  
 
RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various 
explanations for actions or 
events and determine which 
explanation best accords with 
textual evidence, 
acknowledging where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
 
RH.11-12.4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a 
text, including analyzing how 
an author uses and refines 
the meaning of a key term 
over the course of a text  

Unit 1:  
(4  weeks) 

GVC: 
 Students will analyze patterns of colonial/US 
expansion from 1607 to 1890 showing 
conflicts or reforms.  
Students will be able to explain the reasons 
for the development of the Constitution. 
 Students will be able to understand how 
territorial expansion led to conflict and how 
the country responded to the conflicts.  
 
Essential Questions:  
Why do people form governments? What 
characteristics define a society? How should 
societies settle disputes? 

Review of Eras 1-6 from Grades 5 and 8 Social 
Studies Frameworks. (Colonial America 
through Reconstruction) 

Unit 2:  
(4 weeks) 

 
 

 
● Topics:  
Industrialization 
Captains of 
Industry v 
Robber Barons 
Urbanization  
Tenements 
Immigration 
Impact of Big 
Business 

GVC:  
Students will analyze the relationship 
between industrialization and 
immigration/migration in the United States. 
Students will explain the impact of big 
business on society, the economy, and 
politics.  
Students will analyze social, economic, 
political, and geographic effects of the 
changing demographics due to the wave of 
immigrants in the 1800s.  
 
Essential Questions:  
How did the US become an industrialized 
society after the Civil War? 

 
Era7.2.USH.1  Analyze the relationship 
between industrialization and 
immigration/migration in the United States 
 

 
  

1 



 
Created Summer 2017 

Labor Unions 
 
 
 

How is urban life different from rural life? 
Why do people immigrate to America?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail 
how a complex primary 
source is structured, including 
how key sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text 
contribute to the whole.  
 
RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ 
differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue 
by assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 
 
RH.11-12.7 Integrate and 
evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or solve 
a problem. 
 
RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an 
author’s premises, claims, 
and evidence by 
corroborating or challenging 
them with other information.  

 
 

Writing 
 

WHST.11-12.1 Write 
arguments focused on 
discipline specific content.  
 
WHST.11-12.1.A Introduce 
precise, knowledgeable 
claim(s), establish the 
significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
 
WHST.11-12.1.B Develop 
claim(s) and counterclaims 
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Unit 3:  
(4 weeks) 

 
Topics 

Imperialism 
Spanish 
American War 
WWI 
Treaty of 
Versailles 
Progressivism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Unit 4:  
(3  weeks) 

 
Topics: 
Labor Strikes 

GVC:  
Students will analyze the motivations for 
American expansion. 
Students will explain the impact of America’s 
overseas expansion. 
Students will examine the political impact of 
WWI.  
 
Essential Question:s:  
Why did the US assert itself as a world 
power? 
How did the US develop its overseas empire? 
Why did the US enter WWI? 
What was the impact of the Treaty of 
Versailles? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS WILL START IN NOV, BUT NOT 
CONCLUDE UNTIL AFTER START OF NEW 
YEAR 
 
GVC for Unit 4: Students will be able to 
explain US culture change over time - during 
the 1920s.  

Era7.1.USH.1 Analyze social, economic, 
political, and geographic effects of acquiring 
new territories on the development of the 
United States (e.g., Spanish-American War, 
annexation of Hawaii) 
Era7.1.USH.2 Evaluate social, economic, and 
political motives for and impact of the 
involvement of the United States in World War 
I using multiple primary and secondary sources 
Era7.1.USH.3 Analyze the historical 
significance of battles, events, and people 
during WWI 
Era7.1.USH.5 Examine political implications of 
World War I (e.g., Wilson’s Fourteen Points, 
Treaty of Versailles, ratification debate) 
Era7.1.USH.6 Evaluate credibility and 
limitations of primary and secondary sources 
representing multiple perspectives about the 
changing role of the United States in the world 
from 1890-1930 
Era7.1.USH.7 Construct explanations about the 
changing role of the United States in the world 
from 1890-1930 and the effects on future eras 
Era7.2.USH.2 Investigate the impact of the 
Progressive Era using a variety of sources and 
multiple perspectives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Era7.2.USH.5 Examine reasons for and effects 
of social, economic, political, and cultural 
changes during the 1920s (e.g., Harlem 
Renaissance, Lost Generation, prohibition, 
Stock Market) 
Era 8.3.USH.1 Analyze  causes of the Great 
Depression  
 

Reading 
RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the course of a text  
RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
 

Writing 
 

WHST.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), establish the 
significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences 
the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the course of a text  
RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, 
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Red Scare 
Harlem 
Renaissance 
Lost Generation 
Flappers 
19th 
Amendment 
 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
 
WHST.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), establish the 
significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences 
the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence 

fairly and thoroughly, 
supplying the most relevant 
data and evidence for each 
while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of 
both claim(s) and 
counterclaims in a 
discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and possible 
biases. 
 
WHST.11-12.1.C Use words, 
phrases, and clauses as well 
as varied syntax to link the 
major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 
WHST.11-12.1.D Establish and 
maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while 
attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline 
in which they are writing. 
 
WHST.11-12.1.E Provide a 
concluding statement or 
section that follows from or 
supports the argument 
presented. 
 
WHST.11-12.2 Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts, including the narration 
of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. 
 
WHST.11-12.2.A Introduce a 
topic and organize complex 
ideas, concepts, and 
information so that each new 
element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting 
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Unit 4:  
(4 weeks) 

 
Topics: 
Stock Market 
Crash 
Hoover 
Bonus Army 
FDR 
New Deal 
 

GVC:   THIS WILL START IN NOV, BUT NOT 
CONCLUDE UNTIL AFTER START OF NEW 
YEAR 
Students will be able to explain US culture 
change over time - during the 1920s.  
Students will explain the impact of the Great 
Depression on society, the economy, and 
politics.  
Students will analyze the New Deal, and its 
effects on government and society.  
 
Essential Questions:  
How has the cultural identity of the US 
changed over time? 
How did the stock market crash trigger a 
chain of events that lead to the Great 
Depression? 
How much government is enough? How 
much is too much? 

 
Era 8.3.USH.1 Analyze  causes of the Great 
Depression  
Era8.3.USH.2 Analyze the federal 
government’s fiscal responses to the Great 
Depression (e.g., Tennessee Valley Authority, 
social security, minimum wage, construction 
projects) 
Era8.3.USH.3 Construct historical arguments 
and explanations about social, economic, 
political, geographical, and environmental 
effects of the Great Depression on various 
regions from multiple perspectives 
Era8.3.USH.4 Evaluate the changing role of the 
federal government between 1929 and 1945 
and the changing views of Americans toward 
the role of government from multiple 
perspectives using primary and secondary 
sources 
 

Reading 
 
RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the course of a text  
RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ differing points of 
view on the same historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 
 

Writing 
WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline specific content.  
 
WHST.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly 
by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the 
topic. 
 
WHST.11-12.2.E Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation 
provided  
 

Unit 5:  
(7  weeks) 

 
Rise of Dictators 
Pearl Harbor 
Homefront 
Rationing 
Key Battles 
Cold War 
McCarthyism 
1950s Society 

GVC: 
Students will explain the causes of WWII 
Students will evaluate the impact of WWII on 
America’s culture, politics, and economics.  
Students will analyze the causes and 
consequences of the Cold War.  
 
Essential Questions:  
Why did the US enter  WWII? 
Why did the US assert itself as a world 
power? 
How did the US develop its overseas empire? 
 

Era8.4.USH.1 Evaluate motives for and impact 
of the involvement of the United States in 
World War II (e.g., financial, material, human 
costs) 
Era8.4.USH.3 Analyze the historical 
significance of battles, events, and people 
during World War II using a multiple sources 
Era8.4.USH.4 Investigate social, economic, and 
political effects of World War II on the 
American people from multiple perspectives 
using a variety of primary and secondary 
sources (e.g., rationing, internment camps, 
contributions of women and minorities, 
African-American migration,  G.I. Bill of Rights, 
employment of women) 
Era8.4.USH.5 Analyze the impact of advances 
in science and technology during World War II  
Era8.4.USH.6 Evaluate the credibility and 
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limitations of primary and secondary sources 
representing multiple perspectives on the 
social and economic effects of World War II on 
the American people 
Era9.5.USH.1 Examine the results and 
implications of World War II nationally and 
globally (e.g., Yalta Conference, Marshall Plan, 
international alliances and treaties, nuclear 
age) 
Era9.5.USH.2 Analyze the origins, 
developments, and effects of Soviet-American 
rivalry in the Cold War (e.g., Yalta Conference, 
Marshall Plan, Truman Doctrine, nuclear 
weapons, McCarthyism) 
Era9.5.USH.3 Analyze sources of conflict and 
confrontation during the post-World War II era 

(e.g., headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to 
aiding  
 
WHST.11-12.2.B Develop the 
topic thoroughly by selecting 
the most significant and 
relevant facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 
 
WHST.11-12.2.E Provide a 
concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation provided (e.g., 
articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
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Unit 6: 
(8 weeks) 

John F 
Kennedy 
New Frontier 
Cuban Missile 
Crisis 
Civil Rights 
Movement 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr 
Emmett Till 
Rosa Parks 
Malcolm X 
Vietnam War 
Great Society 
Lyndon B 
Johnson 
Richard Nixon 
Silent Majority 
Conservatism 
Watergate 
Jimmy Carter 
Ronald Reagan 
George H.W. 
Bush 
Bill Clinton 
George W. 
Bush 
Barack Obama 

GVC:  
Students will explain how the Cold War 
escalation impacted American society. 
Students will describe the impact of Great 
Society and the Civil Rights Movement. 
Students will analyze how culture changed 
and became increasingly diverse.  
 
Essential Question:  

Can government fix society’s problems? 
What motivates a society to make 
changes? How does military conflict 
divide people within cultures? How 
does society change the shape of itself 
over time?  
 

Era9.5.USH.2 Analyze the origins, 
developments, and effects of Soviet-American 
rivalry in the Cold War  
Era9.5.USH.3 Analyze sources of conflict and 
confrontation during the post-World War II era  
Era9.6.USH.1 Analyze the roles of individuals, 
groups, and the government in securing civil 
rights during the mid-20th century using a 
variety of primary and secondary sources  
Era9.6.USH.2 Analyze causes and effects of 
cultural changes on society in the United 
States  
Era10.7.USH.1 Examine continuity and change 
in domestic policies over multiple 
administrations since 1968 using a variety of 
primary and secondary sources 
Era10.7.USH.2 Analyze effects of domestic 
policies on Americans in various social and 
economic groups  
Era10.7.USH.3 Examine continuity and change 
in foreign policies over multiple 
administrations since 1968 using a variety of 
primary and secondary sources 
Era10.7.USH.4 Examine reasons for and 
consequences of United States involvement in 
foreign conflicts from 1968 to the present 
using a variety of sources from multiple 
perspectives 

Reading 
 
RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an understanding of the text 
as a whole. 
RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the course of a text  
RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ differing points of 
view on the same historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 
 

Writing 
WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline specific content.  
 
WHST.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly 
by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the 
topic. 
WHST.11-12.2.E Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation 
provided  
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